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Contributed Notes. 251 

usual to retain the hard sound and go without the helping vowel, and we have 
such forms as flJJJ'l an d even a noun T^J. It is a singular fact, however, that, 
in very rare instances, the hard sound is retained after the helping vowel has been 
inserted, e. g. in "^n*> J°b ln -> 6 i fVTVi P s - yiI -> 6 - Now *<]fj* being a form pre- 
cisely analogous to 3*V an d especially to Ipfil, Hos. ir., 15, it is idle to say that 
the vowel in the first instance is furtive, and in the second a full vowel (see, how- 
ever, Stade, Grammatik, p. 85). The possibility is thrown open, then, of retaining 
a hard sound after a vowel. If so, the same is true of the vowel in the 2d person 
f . of Lamedh Guttural verbs. The hard sound of this person might very well be 
retained, usually, in order to conform to the analogy of the other persons, while a 
word such as we have considered in this note gives the more accurate form of 
the same. Ibid. 



Note on 7J/3 (Dan. n., 23; Ezra v., 16) HJJ/3 (Ezra iv., 10, 11; vn., 12) 
J"0£3 (Ezra iv., 17). — It may not seem out of place to repeat, substantially, that 
which has already appeared in print, but which may not have been seen by many 
readers of Hebraica. There can be little doubt that these three words have a 
common origin in J"|J^ and 3, that the root of J")# is njjf (akin to J7JK), that j-ljf, 
therefore, means " time " as that which is " approaching," " coming to meet one," 
" happening," and that the word may have a local as well as a temporal significa- 
tion.! According to this, 7^3 may very well mean "now," as derived from the 
idea " according to time," while, in another connection, A3J/3 or j"|J/3 may have 
a local meaning "according to that which immediately follows this place." No 
other explanation seems appropriate in Daniel and Ezra, and so the meaning 
;r thus," "as follows" (not, however, "and so forth," as given in Gesenius's Lex- 
icon ; for " and so forth " refers rather to what is omitted than to what is expressed, 
while here there is probably no question of anything in mind which might be said 
in a formula, or the like, but was not) seems the only one admissible. 

Ibid. 



JIIO'PV or rTIB'PV*" - In The Pr0 P hecies °f Isaiah (ed. 3, vol. n., pp. 142-3) 
I have ventured to combine both views as to the right pronunciation, suggesting 
" that the original pronunciation was jTiQ 1 ?^, and the original meaning 'black- 
ness ' or ' darkness '; but that, as no other offshoot of the same stem had survived 
in Hebrew, the word passed into disuse, till Amos (v., 8) and Isaiah (ix., 1) re- 
vived it." I suppose these prophets to have needed a fresh word to express "deep 
gloom," and to have assumed a didactic derivation from *yg and j"T)Q, I will not 
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repeat my arguments, but quote some remarks of Prof. Noldeke, who supports 
Hitzig in his opposition to the now popular theory that rWShU^ i- e -i darkness, 
is the true form. " We have no right, for the sake of a root unproved elsewhere, 
to give up the ancient traditional and very appropriate pronunciation. Observe, 
too, that the word occurs seventeen times in the Old Testament, but never in the 
construct state ; this is much more easily explicable if the word is a compound 
than if it is simple. The only passage (Job xn., 22) in which the gender and 
number of the word can be recognized, speaks (though not with absolute deci- 



i See the opinion of Fleischer inappendix to Levy's Woerterbwh ueber die Targumim, p. 572. 



